Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction
Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports

Extension Agent Reports

10-1-2007

Field Crops Newsletter - October 2007
Ernest Ernie Flint Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ext-ua-flintreports

Recommended Citation
Ernest "Ernie" Hilmon Flint, Jr. collection, Special Collections Department, Mississippi State University
Libraries

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Extension Agent Reports at Scholars Junction. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports by an authorized administrator
of Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.

Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
It’s October, and we can begin to look back at the
crop and judge how well we have done. I will probably get a
few arguments on this; but in general I am amazed at how well
we have fared, given the fact that we actually had two separate
drought periods and some of the highest temperatures in
several years. I believe most people feel that the rains we
received in July were the key factor in our survival during one
of the most stressful crop years we have experienced.
Cotton:

Gins are running, but most of them will not need to
run 24/7 as they have in past years. A few people who planted
early, defoliated early, and started harvesting early are almost
finished with harvesting, while others will not defoliate for a
few more days. The maturation of this crop has been stretched
out by big differences in all the factors that influence the crop.
We have a much smaller crop; but the diversity in
maturity, yield, and very likely quality, have been the widest
in many years. Attendance at cotton events has been down
this year due to several reasons; but this is a year when those
who intend to continue growing cotton should visit variety
trials and evaluate for themselves how well the most popular
varieties have endured the stresses of two droughts, the period
of heavy rainfall in July, and some of the highest temperatures
we have seen in several years during the month of August.
I must admit that I have been amazed at how well
most of our popular cotton varieties have tolerated stress this
year; however a couple of the big-acreage varieties during the
last few years have not “weathered” very well. By now, I
expect that most of you have seen this since at least one of
them is planted all over this area. Just as other very popular
varieties were damaged by shedding in 2005, this one is
having an off year in 2007, likely due to the combination of
drought and high temperatures. All you have to do is visit a
trial location where several other varieties are planted, and you
can evaluate this for yourself.
When this year’s cotton crop started opening, it
looked like everything was going to hard-lock; but fortunately
most of the bolls fluffed after a week or two of sunlight. So
far I have not seen any grades; but I suspect this may still be
reflected in unusually low micronaire, and possibly reduced
strength. For a while I had been concerned that we might have
a color problem as well, but most of this seems to have
rectified itself.
Defoliation has been difficult, with leaves in many
situations already shutting down when applications were
made. My opinion on this is that since thiadiazuron (Dropp
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and other brands) is commonly the key product in the mix, and
leaves were inactive because of stress, the product was not
well absorbed. There will surely be other theories; but that’s
mine. This was probably the year to go back to mixes
containing phosphate materials (Def, Folex, etc.); and it seems
that people who included these materials got better results in
this area.
The cotton market is still confusing, even though
some of the marketing experts are saying that cotton is
“undervalued”. If this is true, price should respond more
definitively; but it continues to stay below the Target level.
As we all know, price increases really don’t mean much until
we get above Target. In truth, price will have to rise well
above Target before many of you will get interested.
I have talked to several people about their feelings on
cotton for 2008, and I get little more than vague responses.
From what I gather, cotton will need to get above 85 cents
before it can gain ground on the high prices being offered for
wheat, soybeans, and corn.
Corn:

With exception of a few stories about low yields, we
have produced an excellent corn crop. Looking back on the
growing season, I don’t believe I will get much argument
when I say that July rains were in large responsible for our
success. Many other factors contributed, true enough, but
without the water that arrived in July we would be in big
trouble today. Rotation, reduced tillage, pest control,
drainage, soil fertility, variety selection, and other factors
contributed; but the blessing we received in the form of rain
during pollination and grain filling was the big item that
brought us through this one.
A few people are still harvesting corn, but the bulk of
the crop is out of the field, and stored in new bins, old bins,
antique bins, warehouses, bunkers, farm sheds, bulk bags, and
other places. Anyone who thinks that American ingenuity is a
thing of the past has only to ride around and look at how you
folks made things work this year. Fortunately, weather has
cooperated with most of you in doing some innovative but
fairly risky things with grain storage.
Variety trial results have been surprising, with
dryland yields over 150 bushels per acre, and approaching 200
under irrigation. This is still below Delta results where
growers have reported yields approaching the 300 bushel level
under irrigation. It’s amazing that we are achieving these
levels in Mississippi where we once considered 100 bushels
per acre to be a good yield.

Soybeans:
Soybean yields are another success story, again
driven by the July rains. Maturity group 4 varieties, and early
group 5’s were able to capitalize on moisture that came at the
right time. Later varieties have also yielded well; but not as
well as those with somewhat earlier pod filling.
Pest activity was somewhat less than in recent years;
but we still had to contend with three-cornered alfalfa
leafhoppers throughout the season, and late-arriving leaf
beetles and stinkbugs. We again generally escaped soybean
rust; but yield-enhancement fungicide applications still were a
good investment. Growers I worked with this year achieved
yields in the 50 to 75 bushel per acre range in dryland culture,
with the main factor being rainfall. Again, rotation, reduced
tillage, drainage, soil fertility, variety selection, pest
management, timely harvesting, and other factors contributed;
but timely rain was the big item.
Comments I have heard from many of you suggest
that a significant shift to soybeans may be in the works for
2008. This is being driven by price and production cost. The
price of nitrogen for corn and cotton production is the main
item that is driving the decision to decrease corn acres. Other
savings in transportation and storage cost are contributing to
the pressure to change crops.
Wheat:

Wheat prices went above $6.50 per bushel in 1996,
and have exceeded $4 per bushel a few times in the last twenty
years; but $9 wheat is almost unbelievable. Before this, you
would have had more success in getting people to believe you
had seen Big Foot than to accept the idea that wheat would
sell for more than $9.
World wheat stocks are estimated at nearly a billion
bushels under the five-year average of 5.8 billion. A billion
bushels of anything is a big pile, and with wheat we are
talking about direct human consumption. We must have more
wheat, or else. This is going to make a lot of people plant
wheat this fall, and that will directly influence next year’s
corn, soybean, and cotton crops. It will encourage a lot of
people to plant double crop soybeans, and maybe even double
crop cotton in areas with extended growing season. I doubt
we will see much double crop cotton; but it could work for
some people if the price is attractive by next spring.
Something had to happen with wheat, given already
low stocks last year and poor crops in several places around
the globe. The Easter freeze really capped it when much of the
U.S. crop was damaged, including most of our crop north of
Highway 82. I expect that we will see more wheat planted
this fall than we have seen in many years. The last wheat
boom in Mississippi was from 1981 through 1984, with almost
a million acres harvested in the peak year of 1982. At the
time, wheat yields averaged around 35 to 40 bushels per acre.
In 2007, 330 thousand acres were harvested in Mississippi
with an average yield of 56 bushels per acre, even with the
freeze. It does not require a degree in math to see that if yields

hold to current levels a significant increase in acreage could
produce a record Mississippi wheat year in 2008.
Wheat responds to good management, and does not
forgive poor management. At these prices, it will pay to do it
right. All the same principles apply to wheat just as they do
with any other crop. You’ve heard them a thousand times.
Skip a big one like soil pH, P and K levels, drainage, or weed
control, and you will regret it. Variety selection is a big item,
but we have a few excellent varieties and a lot more very good
ones. With good management, most of the wheats in our trials
are capable of producing high yields. I included Dr. Larson’s
Wheat Short List in last month’s letter; but if you need it call
and I will send a copy. The Short List and the entire 2007
Wheat Variety Trial publication are available on the
msucares.com website. If you prefer paper call us.
Grain Storage:
We were blessed with good weather for most of the
corn harvest. This means that most of the corn went into
storage in good condition. However, weather will change and
you will need to keep close check for leaks and condensation.
Probe bin cores for temperature on a regular basis to head off
problems. If you have a bin that starts warming up, run fans
during clear weather, and consider pulling the core out if you
can since most problems begin there. During the colder part
of the winter we will need to pay close attention to avoid
moisture migration and condensation. I don’t have experience
with corn under tarps; but I expect that condensation may be a
problem when temperature drops. With this much corn stored
we will likely find a few situations, but we can keep them to a
minimum by staying on top of what’s going on in the pile. If
you need help let me know.
In Conclusion:
By next month I hope we will have variety trial data
available for corn and soybeans. If you need information
before then I will share what I have with you. Business is
picking up for Ag in our area. Let’s keep our act together and
take advantage of the opportunities. We’ve been hoping for
better times, and they may be here if we can avoid spending
ourselves into oblivion. The temptation is always there to
overspend in good times; but somehow these times often don’t
last long enough to pay off all the notes. Be careful. Thanks
for your time.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops

